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Father Louis Explains
R e a s o n s For Leaving

Father Louis Dion, a.a., whose
jeision to resign as president and
turn to Moscow seemed verysud;n and unexpected to many here,
centlv explained his reasons for
aving the post he has held foi
le past four years.
Father Louis had been quoted in
le local papers as saying that the
ssignment was offered "and 1 was
appy to accept it. When asked to
aborate on this in an interview
ist week, he noted that this was
nly part of the reason. He had
mnd his previous assignment in
loscow to be very rewarding and

Commencement
Schedule
Announced

thought that he had fulfilled it well.
But he also said that the impend
ing change in the membership of the
Board of Trustees was a factor in
his decision.
The new board will probably be
meeting for the first time on June 7.
In Father Louis' words, the college
will then be on the threshold of "a
new thrust forward in its develop
ment," and this would be "a very
proper time" for new leadership.
His resignation will give the board
members a "free hand" in the se
lection of a successor. Presumably,
this will be a man who reflects the
hopes and plans of the board and
who will be able to work with it
effectively.

The program for this year s comrencement- exercises will combine
inovation and tradition.
At 2 p.m. the Baccalaureate serv
es will be held in the new Chapel
f the Holy Spirit. This year's
vent, combining songs and a text
rom Martin Luther King is one
ompletely controlled by the class
>f 1968. Following the Baccalaueate a champagne reception will
lonor the graduates. At 7 p.m.
he robing ceremony will occur in
he Worcester Memorial Auditorurn Commencement exercises will
regin at 8 p.m. with the commencenent address delivered by Henry P.
Fan Deusen, President Emeritus of
Jnion Theological Seminary, and
:he valedictory address by James
VlcManus. Recessional is schediled tentatively for 10 p.m.
Although the events will occur in
different places from previous
years, the pomp and ceremony of
June 8th, 1968 will preserve the
traditional.

Vote Set On Curriculum

MEMBERS OF FACULTY, ADMINISTRATION, AND STUDENT BODY ENGAGE IN FRUIT
FUL (1) DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED CURRICULUM REVISION. THE FACULTY FAILED TO
TAKE ANY POSITIVE ACTION ON THE CONTROVERSIAL CHANGES TUESDAY.

Dempsey Elected, Sees Need
For New Social Committee

es had shown more initiative and
better leadership.
Rothen, in a critical yet construc
tive tone, said that the SGA, amid
many external signs of prosperity,
had failed internally. He went on
ter
of
this
year,
Pete
said
he
had
In a speech before an SRO crowd
in the Salon the night before the had a chance to observe the many- to note the difficulties he had sensed
in the senate during the past year
voting, Pete had proposed, among sided role of the president.
and proposed some solutions. Aother things, a revised social com
In the area of discipline, he felt rnong these were stricter parliamen
mittee which would co-ordinate all that things were "pretty well set,
social activities in the school. His and regarding student involvement tary procedure for senate meetings,
more accurate minutes of these
new committee would include two he said, "it seems that there has
meetings, an increase in the SGA
representatives elected from each been a marked increase" in the ac
tax, expansion of the Provocateur
class, the class presidents, and a tivities and clubs of the SGA.
into a four-page weekly, and a re
chairman.
newed effort on the part of the so
The other candidates for presi
Dempsey also said that he wanted dent, Howard Beadle and George cial committee.
In the vice-presidential race, Bill
"a tighter, more efficient control" Rothen, received 33 votes, and 128
Lenich
failed to get the necessary
of the budget. To that end, he votes respectively. Beadle, running
suggested a policy of single semes on a very socially-oriented platform, majority of the total votes cast,
ter appropriations to all clubs rath was highly critical of the present earning 147, thereby necessitating
er than the customary one-year al SGA, saying that he considered his a run-off with Neil Duncliffe on
Thursday. Duncliffe, getting 115
lotments.
inexperience in that group as an as votes, ran on a platform stressing
Citing his experience as SGA vice- set, since he was not "pleased" with his past experience and commit
president during the second semes its activities. He felt that the class- ment, while Lenich emphasized
the need for communication and in
ternal reform.
In the run-off vote, Lenich won
by a vote of 214 to 176 for Dun
cliffe.
Bill Mulligan ran uncontested for
the office of treasurer, and received
a 269-vote of confidence from the
Mirek
made between the U.S. and North electorate.
For Senator-at-large, Brian O Vietnam, but cautioned that these
are only an initial step towards a Sullivan won, 254 to 80 for his
peaceful solution of the conflict. only opponent. Rich Bleau.
The budget meeting for the new
Any meaningful settlement will re
quire some kind of compromise be senate will be held on May 16, at
tween the positions of the two coun 8:00 p.m. All students may attend.
tries. Senator Gore woidd like to
see the ultimate negotiations car caust.
Gore also stated that the Geneva
ried out through the U.N. "where
we should have gone long ago!!!" accord of 1954 would be a sound
In other parts of his speech, the basis on which to begin negotia
Tennessee democrat insisted on the tions.
"What is there to negotiate?"
necessity of including both China
and Russia in any resolution of Gore challenged. "There is a peace
the situation. The trend seems to to negotiate."
In a short press conference fol
be toward a three-power polariza
tion in the near future and this is lowing his address, the Senator re
where our real national interest lies. futed the famous 'domino theory'
If this trend cannot be avoided, the as "utterly unrealistic: we aren t
U.S. would do well to have the So teaching the Chinese any lessons
viet Union on its side. Our present — n o t a s i n g l e o n e h a s b e e n
scratched." He also cited the role
stance hardly encourages this.
nam as "a buffer state." If North
Though many Americans are re of youth as "an important influ
Vietnam had been invaded or on the
luctant to admit it, the two coun ence in political developments."
verge of capitulation, or if China
Other Senators featured at the
tries do have mutuality of inter
herself had been attacked, she
weekend IRC conference included
ests;
"What
greater
mutuality
can
would have responded imme
two countries have than to avoid William Proxmire ofWisconson and
diately.
their mutual destruction?" The John Sparkman of Alabama. At
Gore stated that he is encouraged U.S. and Russia stand to suffer the tendance was somewhat less then
by the contacts that are at last being most in the event of a nuclear holo- expected.

Capturing just 8 more votes than the required 171-vote
majority in last week's election, Peter Dempsey became
the next president of the Student Government Association
of Assumption.

Fr. Louis

Asked about the possibility of a
layman assuming the post, Father
said, "this is not impossible." Of
course, he cautioned, the decision
is up to the board.
Father Louis went on to say that
it is becoming more and more dif
ficult for a man to be efficient in
all the roles required of a college
president. But, he noted, the most
important qualifications for the po
sition are great administrative abil
ity and "definitely" a good deal of
competence in public relations. Un
fortunately, there has been no train-

Gore Says Senate Determined
To Reassert Policy Role

Delivering the keynote address at
a banquet opening the three-day
"Conference on the Morality of U.S.
Foreign Policy" here, Senator Al
bert Gore, (D) Tennessee, said that
the Senate is now "determined to
reassert its constitutional role" in
the formation and conduct of American foreign policy.
Speaking before an audience of
some 200 people in the Assumption
gym, the senator began his talk on
Vietnam Negotiables with a refer
ence to the current spirit of political
involvement on college campuses,
saying, "For the third time I have
seen the student bodies of Ameri
can colleges come alive. In his
view, the concern of students has
been one of the important influ
ences on the administration's de
cision to re-evaluate its Vietnam
policy.
More specifically, Gore cited the
contributions of both students and
the various news media towards
establishing the critical spirit in
which the hearings of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee were
held. In his opinion, the activities
of the committee "may have saved

I

ing for this kind of task within the
religious orders in the past.
In recent years the college presideney has been an increasingly dif
ficult position to fill. Competition
among the colleges for qualified
candidates is great and the trend
seems to be toward shorter terms of
office. Father Louis estimated that
there are at least 100 vacancies in
the position in the U.S. right now.
Father Louis will probably serve
a term of three years in Russia as
apostolic administrator to Ameri
can catholics there. He is replac
ing Father Eugene LaPlante who
has been there since 1965. After
that, he said. "It is my strong hope
that I will be reassigned to the col
lege in some capacity.
Father Louis has spent nearly
24 years at the college.

by Ed
our country from the catastrophe of
a war with China."
A m e m b e r of the Foreign Rela
tions Committee and a critic of the
U.S. policy in Southeast Asia, Gore
noted that our present position is
the result of "a whole series of
miscalculations and mistakes,"
"the disaster of an unsuccessful for
eign policy."
Retracing the steps in our involve
ment, the Senator found our ac
tions to be opposed to the princi
ples of our country and contrary to
the interests of the South Vietna
mese people. Our gradual embroil
ment has been at the expense of
these people and our goal has been
a separate, not a unified, Vietnam.
Then, in 1965, "the fateful deci
sion was made to use force to ob
tain what we were unable to at
tain otherwise.
But now, according to the Ten
nessee senator, "we have come to a
said reckoning, an awakening to
the fact that the powerful United
States is unable to protect the
world. We were but a few steps
from a war with China, who quite
understandably regards North Viet
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Worcester Responds
To K ing's
By Ed Goggins

. ,

May, 1968
If the black man is poor, stupid,
dirty, lazy, sullen, he must be
given opportunities, taught, clean
ed, and pampered. These measures
may take away some of our personnal liberties, such as apathy, but
if we desire to keep our independence and freedom we must

<s
CG

several days following Martin Luther King s assassination America paid homage to
Winter's Child
a venerable tradition - honoring a dead hero.
The greatest civil rights leader had met Perform themI f t h e e u l ° g i e s i n W o r c e s t e r The snow falls gently, silently. I
for the last time with a representative of the beautiful people.
r

We were all responsible. So
response here, a horde of students
flowed from the abundant campus
es of Holy Cross, Clark, and As
sumption to join their mourning
soul brothers on neutral City Hall
ground for a eulogy to the leader.
The atmosphere among unmingling puddles of people was slightly
tense, but then came the facelessness of the crowd and the memor
ials began.
Ambassadors from Clark spoke.
Pastors and other black leaders
commented, lamented, shouted,
frenzied, whipped up - all in truth
ful editorial.
The affair lasted about two and
one half hours. For the greater part
the words echoing across the com
mon spoke of love — the solution.
The terms were "open housing,"
"brotherhood," and a number of
other trite phrases. They swal
lowed up the grounds (which were
overlooked by bright sun, blue sky,
strong wind, and half mast flag)
and drifted into the surrounding
streets "where the neon mad-men
climb," and where others shuffled
or hustled along occassionally find
ing the energy to bend an ear
towards the commotion on the
grass. That was the First Friday
in April.
Over the weekend the wake con
tinued in Worcester. Services were
held in several churches including
the Zionist Lutheran on Belmont
Street, and the Wesleyan Methodist
on Main Street.
On Sunday afternoon, students,
leaders, and a goodly number of
ordinary people met at Lincoln
Square for a short processional to
the Wesleyan Church, where serv
ices were held, songs sung, and
speeches spoken. Smaller groups
marched from church to church in
silent emotion.
That nearly concluded their cere
monies for the dead. Monday, sev
eral businesses and a few schools
remained closed.
What did all of these salutes sig
nify? What was most unique was
the opportunity for many Worcesterites and visiting students to see,
stand with, and talk to the black
citizens.

VISIT
HIGHLAND
PHARMACY
104 Highland Street

Phone 756-0954
Worcester, Mass.

Opposite Friendly's

weren't overinspiring, people could
One group soiled their feet com
The average white American has feel elsewhere. For several days,
ing off of the white-washed moun the right to be apathetic towards news, variety, and special pro
tain, the other crawled up from be the black problem. He doesn't grams spoke of the murder. While
neath the rocks; and the two met have to do anything — as so many watching, millions of Americans
in the middle, sniffing like strange conservatives say. But he must. could feel grief, hope, and pain;
dogs, both realizing somewhat sur He must forget himself. He must all responsible people could make
prised, delighted, and dismayed go out of his way. He must enter those inner resolutions which would
that the other really existed.
into the forbidden ghetto, shake make this struggle a victory. But
This is the sort of communion hands and try to make friends the resolutions probably died when,
that must go on between the races, with his black brother. Ghettos after a few minutes of reality, the
between the rich and poor, if we must no longer be cities in them people were set back into the all
are to direct racial forces in the selves — little paralized islands
too real world of the unreal. Quiz
proper direction.
stuck into a thriving economy.
shows, movies, and beer ads, fil
led with the beautiful people, made
their own outlandish testimony on
the death of this unreal dreamer.
They said that after all, the world
does go on, as usual, with no
changes made.
Someday, if lack of communica
tion between the ghettos and the
white community persists, this huge
unreal machine will halt to pay an
odd sort of respect to this man who
gave us a chance. Unfortunately,
we, blacks and whites, will be
kneeling in a bloody pit of despair,
our bellies torn open, our heads
split with brains crumbling against
the pure air. And for this, by our
apathy, we plead. What mercy of
God has so long spared us this
goal?

The crystals pile softly upon
each other,
To make in unison one embracty
hold.
The clean whiteness of it all
Covers the earth with its chill, i
Yet, makes the hearts of the
playing child warm.

The child's face is made tight
By the kisses of the sculptured
flakes.
And as the child wades
Through the soft embrace
Of this white sea,
She laughs.
The child now comes home.
And as the little rivulets
beneath her pink nose
Run to her tiny lips,
The child speaks.
Mother stands, watches, and
smiles;
Then proceeding to undress her
child,
Takes her up all in her arms
And pressing her warm lips to
child's cold face,
Kisses the child
one, two, and three.
by
Robert Gril

New Soc. Course
Offers Ch ance
For Involvement
For the past fifteen weeks a group of ten seniors H
been participating in a pilot project aimed at allowing sj
dents to contribute to the community in a concrete v
while at the same time receiving academic credit for tfe
work.
The seniors, Steve Hayes, Bill
Granihan, Gerry Delongchamp,
Dick Poletunow, Steve Farricker,
Tom McDermott, Bob Mercier, Bill
Shustowski, Paul Rousseau and Jim
Vogel, are enrolled in a course titled
"The Individual in Community
Helping Services" (Sociology Hi
ll 2). Conducted under the super
On June 8, Kenneth S. Davis, a noted biographer and vision of Dr. George Elias of the
novelist, will receive an honorary degree from Assumption Psychology Department, the course
consists of a weekly two-hour sem
College at the commencement exercises.
inar dealing with some aspect of
In addition to his formal educa- an experience out of which resulted behavioral science designed to
tion, Davis has amassed a vast a- Soldier of Democracy: A Biography deepen the student's knowledge
mount of practical experience. He ofDwight Eisenhower, still judged and understanding of the condi
served as a reporter for the Topeka by some to be the best biography tions which he meets during the
Daily Capital, and then as an in- on the General. For two years he week, and six-hours of field work in
formation specialist for the U.S. was public relations assistant to the one of the community helping serv
Soil Conservation Service. In 1945 chairman of the U.S. Commission ices.
he was sent to London and Nor for UNESCO. Also, for four years
This year's seniors are involved,
mandy to act as war correspondent, he was editor of the Newberry Li
with the Department of Child Wel
brary Bulletin, a post which his fare (Division of Child Guardian
friend Adlai E. Stevenson obtained ship), the Massachusetts Rehabili
for him.
tation Commission, and the Juven
Before becoming a noted biogra ile Delinquency Department of the
pher, Ken Davis turned to writing Putnam Regional Center.
some fiction. He wrote In the For
At the weekly seminars, the stu
est of the Night, Morning in Kan
dents frequently listen to, and talk
sas, and a number of other novels. with, guest speakers who are pro
And he plans to write several more. fessionals in various areas of social

Davis To Receive Degree

Sell Us
Your Used
Textbooks
19 Portland St. (corner Federal)

Tel. 753-8685

However, it is as a biographer
that Davis is most noted. In ad
dition to his work on General Eisen
hower, he has written a biography
Continued Page 3, Col. 5.

work. There are no text books, no
papers, no tests. At the end of
the course, a final exam is given
based on the topics discussed at
these seminars. These topics in
clude juvenile delinquency, the

family, rehabilitation, cultural d
privation, and the community. I
A notice concerning the cour:
was circulated among the facult
and a limited number of studeis
last May. At that time, the idt
was to present a two-semest
course, but the final details we;
not worked out until well into t!
first semester of this year.
Reactions to the course have bet
extremely favorable on the parti
the participants. Steve Hayes, wl
is involved in the Division of Chi
Guardianship of the Massachuset
Department of Welfare, feels that:
gives interested students a chant
to "make a personal commitment
One comes in contact with since)
people who are really interested:
helping. Said Steve, "I found!
very rewarding." Other students)
the course have voiced similar real
tions.
The course will be offered aga
next year to a limited number !
seniors. Those who elect to take,
will be able to chose their area I
involvement from among a wit
range of community services. An1
one interested should contact D
Elias in the near future.
j.
The program was arranged in c:
operation with the Welfare Depai
ment and is funded by the fedei;
government. Mr. Everett G. C
Keefe is the instructor.
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In Review - Gentry, Liiiin
Spoonful, Filth Dimension
The last few months have pro of life in delta land. And the or
duced a "record" high number of chestrations sound even more skill
really interesting new albums of ful than those on the first album,
popular music. The longest await good as those were.
ed, I suspect, are those of Bob
Especially praiseworthy is an ab
Dylan ("John Wesley Harding") solute gem called "Reunion,
and Simon and Garfunkel ("Book- which recreates a good old-fashion
ends"), both of which I plan to re ed family get-to-gether with rollick
view next issue. But at least sever ing humor in a setting for multiple
al others are unusually distin voices. And the song bubbles over
guished recordings by any stand with a completely natural exuber
ards.
ance. Other particularly good songs
Bobbie Gentry, for example, was on the album are a beautiful ballad
received with great fanfare when called "Courtyard," theatmospherher "Ode to Billie Joe" zoomed ic "Okolona River Botton Band,"
to the top of the charts through and a lively gospel piece called
out the country last summer. But "Sermon." All these songs, inci
her first full-length album was a dis dentally, were written by Bobbie
appointment. Aside from the hit herself.
single, it offered nothing really
memorable, despite the singer's re
The Lovin' Spoonful is another
markable voice. Now, appearing
just six months later, her second product of the South - though they
album, the "Delta Sweete," isquite hail not from delta land but from
bluegrass country.
Their songs
another matter.
have
always
been
happy,
extro
First of all, the album has much
greater variety than its predeces verted, and delightfully infectious.
sor, this being emphasized by the And their newest album, "Every
absence of pauses between songs. thing Playing," is no exception - it
And the transitions work beauti abounds with the same carefree
fully, some of them every bit as in good spirits and melodic inventive
teresting as the songs they con ness. But it seems to be an im
nect. The songs, too, are consist provement over their earlier albums
ently better than on the earlier al in several respects.
Unlike Bobbie Gentry's "Delta
bum, perhaps because there is no
smash hit that overshadows all the Sweet," it has less variety than its
other cuts. The album is more care predecessors, but with the Spoon
fully integrated, too, because the ful this is more a virtue than a
songs (though their order seems ar flaw. They have always done two
bitrary) present a vivid panorama very different types of songs on their
POTPOURRI

Well, no such problem appears
on "Everything Playing." Here the
rough edges have been rounded off,
and what results is a sublte inte
gration of the two traditions. But
there is still considerable variety
and contrast within this newly in
tegrated framework. For they do the
longest and most complex instru
mental they have ever recorded (apt
ly named "Forever" and lasting al
most four and a half minutes). They
also concern themselves seriously
with more profound subjects than
they usually did on past records the generation gap (in "Younger
Generation") and the loneliness of
old age (in "Old Folks"). But there
is more of the same old jollity that
enlivened those records (in songs
like "Money," "Priscilla Millionaira," and "Only Pretty, What a
Pity"). All in all, then, since the
album is also the best showcase
yet for the Spoonful's considerable
talents as instrumentalists, I would
call "Everything Playing" their
most satisfying album so far.

theme of love in a sensuous musical
setting and closes with the same
piece of music, this time function
ing as an epilogue. Within this
framework are ten songs which tell
(Continued)
the story of a love first won but of Col. Lindbergh. Intending at
later lost.
first to also write a biography of
Most of the words and music were General Ceorge Patton, he ended
written by Jim Webb, who here by expanding it into a four volume
proves himself a remarkable com work, The United States in World
poser. The first few songs in the War II.
story are especially sensuous, as
Also, he has written The Caution
they describe "The Magic Garden ary Scientists, a dual biography aand the flowering of the hero's love bout the eighteenth century scien
in "Summer's Daughter" and the tists Priestly of England and La
extraordinarily beautiful "Dreams/ voisier of France.
Pax/Nepenthe." "Carpet Man" is a
Above all, though, Ken Davis is
clever and very catchy piece, and known for his two biographies on
the Beatles' "Ticket to Ride" Adlai E. Stevenson. He was on
(which is used to relate the loved Stevenson's campaign staff during
one's parting from the lover) is giv that stateman's second try at the
en an interesting soul treatment presidency. So impressed was Stev
that turns out quite successfully. enson by a speech which Ken Davis
Other cuts stand out for their emo had written' for him that he became
tional power ("Requiem: 820 Lath interested in the writer. This ac
am"), urgency ("Orange Air"), and quaintance developed into a lasting
vigor ("Paper Cup").
friendship. In the same year Davis
The Fifth Dimension has truly started his first biography of Stev
opened a new dimension in popu enson.
He had access to his
lar music with "The Magic Gar diaries and all his papers and had,
den." The story form of the album in every way, his full cooperation.
is especially striking: it seems like What resulted was A Prophet in
rock's answer to the classical song His Own Country, published in
cycle, with suggestions even of op 1957. Having written this account
era. Perhaps a whole new form is of the earlier life of Stevenson, he
in the making. The use of various then set himself to the task of writ
unconventional instruments (harp, ing a book which would cover the
sitar, harpsichord, electric organ, whole of the politician's life. In
etc.) lends adventurous touches 1967 the work appeared as The
to the music and makes it still Politics of Honor.
more interesting. The album is sup
Now at work on a biography of
posed to have cost over $80,000 for Franklin D. Roosevelt, he lives in
production. So don't complain Princeton, Massachusetts, with his
when your record store charges you wife, the former Florence Olena mere $4.79. It's worth it.
house.

Davis

Another group to be reckoned
with (though I wouldn't have
thought so after their first album)
is the Fifth Dimension. For now
they have produced one of the best
albums of the season in "The Magic
Garden." This represents another
new concept in album-making: the
Now that the rock-knocking to make of a group that makes a
album that tells a story. It opens prof has been properly knocked off statement like this one: "The stage
with a prologue that introduces the his rocker, I hope the point which is our bed. The audience is our
I am arguing is clear - it is the broad. We're not making music,
validity of rock as an artistic form we're making love." Personally, I
they are individuals but in reality of expression. Now the best way to prefer not to make very much of it
resemble the stereotyped b.m.o.c.'s prove this point, it seems to me, is at all. What matters to me is not
of the old hollywood musicals in to focus attention on the best of all the message but the wonderful med
the '50's. . .money shouldn't be a the rock bands. Thus, I must now ium by which they convey it.
Now on to my justification of
big problem for the football club wistfully leave behind the aforesingling out the Airplane as the best
this
year.
.
.since
last
year
they
mentioned
Beatles
and
Stones,
and
communicate. . .or could it be he
of the major rock bands in the coun
has nothing on his mind. . .well we told us their first year was the turn my thoughts instead to J effertry. Ip every group there are instru
most
expensive.
.
.and
the
social
son
Airplane.
(I
will
justify
this
receive enough waste basket liners
mentalists and vocalists. Now un
committee
spares
no
expense
in
choice
shortly.)
from the assistant dean. . .with his
Though formed just a few years fortunately, many groups nowadays
instant committees and personally advertising their functions. . .why
are made up of instrumentalists who
w
e
r
e
n
'
t
t
h
e
r
e
p
o
s
t
e
r
s
a
l
l
o
v
e
r
g
a 0, Jefferson Airplane has steadily
appointed members. . .and popu
think they can sing. Either that
larity poles. . .ever hear of uncle campus before vacation advertis- unproved musically and increased
or they know they can't sing but
sam. . .contact him to see what the ing spring weekend. . .and it is a in popularity, so that now, whatpride themselves on their economy.
good
idea
to
drop
the
concerts.
.
.
ever
one's
personal
opinion
of
them,
seniors will be doing next year. . .
The
Vanilla Fudge are a case in
it's too bad some of the summer you guys on the social committee they mUst be reckoned with as the
point.
There instrumental sound is
work
too
hard
as
you
prepare
all
b
he
country,
top hard
and in t
english courses couldn't be offered
beautiful, so beautiful that one
year
for
spring
weekend.
.
.rest
and
hi
about
the
space
of
a
year,
Wit
n
in the fall. . .instead of chaucer,
tends to regard their dearth of orig
18th century novel, etc. . .but we take in the boston pops. . .keep it they have released three albums,
inal material as immaterial. But
on
the
qt
but
the
communists
are
J.A. Takes Off, then the millionunderstand. . .we need a solid dull
whenever they open their mouths to
infiltrating
the
campus.
.
.hard
to
seller
Surrealistic
Pillow,
and
most
background in english before we
sing,
they sound like constipated
are sanctified enough to take inter believe. . .1 found it so but it recently, After Bathing at Baxters.
cows. At times they seem to be
has
become
increasingly
apparent
The evolution and musical progress
esting courses. . .the course of the
singing in slow motion; either that
assumption magazine with its first . . .it's an organization that pre evidenced by these albums is as
or your stereo is in dire need of
tends
to
be
as
american
as
apple
issue seemed to reach a new height
tounding if not miraculous. The
some Geritol. They are best when
pie
but
don't
let
that
fool
you.
.
.
but with the second issue it plum
first album, when played immed
they
keep their mouths shut.
meted to the basket. . .you don't I saw one member commanding a iately after Baxters, sounds hope
Some groups have been fortun
match
book
to
jump
into
his
hand
create a second hand carbon copy
lessly teeny-bopperish.
ately blessed with one member
of the first, hoping to rest on your . . .they appeal to unreason and
Good news, incidentally. A fourth who is also an outstanding singer,
past laurel. . .around the article blind obedience. . .and cover up Airplane album is in the offing and p j McCartney of the Beatles, for
au
on the chapel . . . smelled like an with a blue uniform having the should be released within a month
example.
But rare are the groups
eighth grader attempting to cook motto, be a leader. . .you can tell or two. It will be a live album,
with two truly outstanding voices.
their
rooms.
.
.
instead
of
a
nudie,
for the first time. . .but keep writ
containing among other things, I know of three - the Mamas and
ing, writing, writing, whoever you they have a huge poster of a guy their famed concert number "Run
the Papas, the Beach Boys, and
are and you're sure to improve. . . who looks as though he has cramps ning Round This World," which
Jefferson Airplane. In all three
coming
on.
.
.if
you've
guessed
keep
only don't plagarize ideas like maccelebrates the joy of making love cases the voices in the group blend
donald's.. . .now wasn't that asin quiet until we call the cia in. . .as while under the influence of LSD.
together in beautiful harmony to
ine when everyone knows it looks this is my last column, I wish you If that strikes you as rather con
produce a unique, distinctive
all
the
best
of
luck
on
the
exams
like a ski lodge with stain glass
troversial material, you're right. It sound. And since the Airplane is
windows. . .bleak is the list of who and this summer. . .so long all you is.
Everything about them is. easily the best of the three instruwho's nominees. . .they look more tricky dick fans, half nelsons, clean
Almost
all their songs touch upon mentally, we have now, by process
like nominees for the mickey mouse gene's, teeny bobby's and lastly,
one
or
both
of these themes.
of elimination, logically deduced
club. . .if they are future leaders, baby hubert's. . .the perfect ticket
that it is they who are the cream
A
group
which
spreads
a
message
.
.
.black
and
white
ticket
of
intox
our country is in for a pretty medio
cre future. . .with sga elections that ication. . .george Wallace and h. like this one (and which looks like of the pop crop.
Let us compare the Airplane with
this one) is likely to find itself
same problem is not far removed rap brown.
the
group which is probably the
very
unpopular
in
many
circles.
S
. . .why does everything have to be
What are the nice respectable peo most highly considered by the
F
a joke or popularity contest. . .be
ple throughout the rest of the world
Continued Page 6, Col.l
S
cause of a few groups who believe

WliM Gou.
spring has arrived . . . sweaty,
sockless feet smell back into vogue
. . .bodies sprawl in front of the
pond and over benches. . .studies
interrupt suntanning. . .other fash
ions. . .prof with red polka dot shirt
and purple or blue tie. . . or tie
measuring a foot across . . .height
of casualness. . .prof jogging into
class in a sweater . . . one of the
boys. . .or with a cup of coffee
slurping between words. . .slurping
is the word for the oscars...here are
a few. . .the andrew sisters for the
good, the bad, and the ugly. . .
raquel welch and phyllis diller, the
odd couple. . . fr. meiklejohn, ben
jamin, the diary of an innocent boy
. . .miss michaud, how to succeed
in business without really trying...
mr. poisson, the seven descents of
myrtle. . .dr. true, the graduate. . .
mr. burke, the sound and the fury
. . .fr. elphege, a funny thing hap
pened on the way to the forum. . .
fr. babineau and dr. true for best
costume design. . .and all of the
assumptionist priests for the silence
. . .which ended by the crown and
shield holding its first meeting, Con
grats. . .to all working on the phoen
ix. . .having read some of the pre
view material, this reader can as
sure you it will not contain the same
small trite. . .it will hold bigger and
better trite, if it ever gets out. . .
just like the bluff which sure has
been putting us on by not coming
out. . .could it be the new editor
has overextended himself and been
lost in the foot ages of film. . .has
the real paul wojtowicz been edi
ted. . .as will the real dean of men

albums - 1) songs in pure hillbilly
style and 2) smooth, sophisticated
songs in the tradition of modern
folk-rock. When these sharply dif
ferent styles are placed side by side
on an album, the effect can be quite
jarring. The listener is inclined to
ask himself: is it possible that the
same group is doing both "Four
Eyes" and "Summer in the City"
(which appear back to back on their
"Hums" album)?
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None Dare Call
It Apathy
If one were to take seriously the score of communica
tions that have descended upon the members of the col
lege during this academic year, one would get the im
pression that the Assumption community was striving to
alleviate the myriad problems which endanger its survival.
Such idealistic musing may be credible to some, but
others, including the editorial board of the Provocateur,
demand proof of progress in actions and not in words.
When these practical criticisms are used, the true picture
comes to light.
A case in point concerns the response of the As
sumption community to the recent conference on the
Morality of U.S. Foreign Policy. This conference spread
the name of Assumption College both within and without
the Worcester area. Stories concerning the conference
made the front page of Worcester papers for four con
secutive days. An editorial was written in the Worcester
Telegram applauding the college for its efforts in the
vital area of international relations and foreign policy.
Such praise of the Assumption community was totally
undeserved, for the participation of the college in the con
ference was, if anything, further proof of the stagnation
and apathy that effects this community.
The response of the Assumption faculty was an in
dictment of their own lack of involvement in the college.
For out of 70 faculty members only 6 chose to grace the
conference with their attendance. One faculty member,
when asked to attend the conference, replied, "I could
care." In the future teachers who decry student apathy
should first look to themselves and stop engaging in their
hypocritical exercises in semantics.
In almost every way the recent conference sponsored
by the International Relations Club could be termed suc
cessful. But the response of Assumption students was
equally dismal when one considers that out of a student
body of 625, only 20 excluding the IRC staff, participated
in the conference activities.
The conference was the most ambitious venture ever
planned by the students at the college. Yet when the
college was asked to rise to the challenge and to actively
participate in a function sponsored by one of its own
organizations, it failed.
We are not on the "road to mediocrity" for the use
of the word road implies that some journey would have
to be made for us to reach that state; rather, we already
are a cesspool of mediocrity!

To the Editor:
With the end of the academic
year so close at hand, I think that
it is in order to look at this year
in retrospect, not in reference to
the academic advances or regres
sions but with regard to the extra
curricular, that very basic area
within any education, be it liberally
or technically orientated. As al
ways, there have been the tra
ditional athletic contests, various
lectures, Genesians' productions,
and a variety of social events.
These have always played an im
portant part in Assumption's sched
ule and did so again this year. In
the past the extracurricular calen
dar has been almost entirely com
posed of such events, but this year
these events were complimented
by events of a new and revolution
ary nature. To refer to a few, one
need only cite the drama com
mittee's offerings of the THE BE
LIEVERS and NO EXIT, the very
fine exhibitions sponsored by the
art committee, the well-rounded
schedule of films, the lectures and
discussions offered by the cinema
committee, the unique program of
the Arts' Weekend, the Hippie
Meeting and other unusual pro
grams of the philosophy club,

Parents' Weekend with its new
flavor, and most recently, the ex
cellent I.R.C. conference w h i c h
was truly a novelty on this campus.
Indeed, this was the year for
extracurricular revolution and pro
liferation at Assumption. The
picture of extracurricular activities,
looks golden and wonderful, but,
in reality, was it that great? For
the most part, the events were
diversified and quite fantastic
when compared to the scope of
last year's events and of other
years, but we can not rely upon
this to offer an affirmative answer
to the question.
The administration and the ad
missions' office of our college have
taken advantage of Assumption's
unique size to sell the school to
prospective students, saying that
this size results in a superior
faculty-student p a r t i c i p a t i o n .
There is no doubt that the logic
in this approach is sound, but I
do not feel that anyone can ob
jectively say that this outstanding
extracurricular response does, in
fact, exist. It is true that studentfaculty attendance at some of these
events was commendable, but such
has always been the case for those
activities. On the other hand, the

To the Editor:
It appears at the present time
that objectivity has become a by
gone virtue at Assumption. As
proof of this, one should refer
to the recent resident advisor ap
pointments. The selection of many
of these appears to have been
based upon popularity rating and
social relationships rather than
upon objective evaluation of qual
ifications.
A few weeks ago the establish
ment of a committee to investigate
the use of alcoholic beverages on
our campus was announced. Some
of these committee members again
appear to have been chosen in the
same manner that was used to
select resident advisors. If ob
jectivity had been used in the
selection of these members, I do
not feel that one particular stu
dent should have been chosen, as
his attitudes do not reflect the
maturity needed by a member of
such an important committee.
There are other examples which
could be given, but I don't feel
that that is necessary. The point
is that if Assumption is going to
continue to appoint students to
serve in positions of responsibility,
more objectivity and greater con
cern must be used in the selection
with less emphasis upon subjective
views.
Joe Pinho
Tom Walsh
Bruce Fiske
Tom Maryeski
Paul Douillard
John Olinger
— other names available upon
request.
more honest side of the picture,
the attendance and participation at
extracurricular activities was, for
the most part, fair to poor and this
is no compliment to the shine
evoked from this year's fantastic
scope of events.
Each of us can undoubtedly give
reasons for our failures to attend
certain events, but I question the
consistent validity of such trite
excuses as other commitments and
lack of interest. Those who use
the former attend but few events,
if any, and I wonder if their re
ported conflicts always exist.
Those who rely upon the latter
could correct this either with a brief
conversation with any committee
chairman, as they are always open
to and hungering for suggestions,
or by becoming an active member
or advisor of any committee.
The problem is a major one and
must be corrected if our committee
chairmen are going to continue to
pay top prices to bring you the best,
and if they are going to continually
improve and revolutionize their cal
endars. Student participation has
not been outstanding, but it has
been consistently better than that
of the faculty, clergy and admin
istration. An improved response
is necessary on the part of all,
however. I would hope that those
committee chairmen and members
who have done so well in polish
ing and improving the extracur
ricular program this year will con
tinue to do so and that the re
sponse to these events will increase.
For only in this way are we to
eliminate the horrifying and stifling
questions of the present: Where
are the students? Where are the
clergy? Where are the faculty?
David T. Harvey, '70
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FORUM
To the Editor:
This essay will be centered around my own personal reactions
to certain academic measures on
campus. As a student, I would like
to offer some suggestions that I feel
would help the growth of Assump
tion College.
First of all, student apathy on this
campus is deplorable. A majority
of students can be characterized by
their lackadaisical attitude towards
their education. Most of you (my
self included) complain a b o u t
school conditions. As a student this
is your right; however, as a student
it is your duty to do something about your complaints. Your dis
content only gets worse when noth
ing is done to alleviate it. But, you
are mainly responsible for this al
leviation. Too many times we al
low our grievances to be confined
to the dormitory bull-sessions, or
up at Zipp's, or in the mail room.
By not following up our grievances
with at least some attempts toward
positive action, then our discontent
will remain but childish whims. If
we want a more effective college,
then we are going to have to do
something about it. Wearethecollege. If we are unhappy with its
present state of affairs, let us look
to ourselves as the source of its in
effectiveness and not solely to the
administration and faculty.
I believe that Assumption College
has a good deal of potential for de
velopment academically. However,
if the student does not involve him
self with affairs that concern him,
then this potential will be wasted.
We will be the ones to blame. Let
us not be so selfish as not to be
concerned with the future students
who will attend Assumption College.
Proceeding to my personal com
ments, I have these suggestions to
offer the administration and
faculty.
1. I feel that the foreign language
core requirement should be lowered
to the 16 level. My reason is that
this level is sufficient for a student
to translate readings and converse
with the expected ability if the
language department is as compe
tent as it is supposed to be.
2. I feel that more Classic
courses should be offered. This
would be of particular value to
those students concentrating in for
eign languages or in English.
3. I feel that the Italian language
should be incorporated into the
languange program. This language
is no less rich in its culture and
heritage than, for example, French,
Spanish, or German. Also, if there
is skepticism as to whether or not
many students would take Italian
I remind you there are hardly
"numerous" students takingLatin,
Vol. IV, No. 5

Greek, or Russian on this campus.
If anything, the Italian language
would only enhance the graduate
programs at Assumption.
4. Too, more courses such as
European Literature 11 could be
offered.
This would indeed be
pertinent to the student of litera
ture or history. Also, it would ob
viously make the choosing of electives more interesting.
5. A reappraisal of the grading
system might be seriously question
ed. Most students are too "grade
conscious." A "pass or fail" or a
"satisfactory or unsatisfactory"
grade could alleviate the excessive
academic pressure on the student.
The result might be a student who
had learned something at the end
of the semester, instead of a student
with a meaningless grade.
6. Students from their respective
field of concentration should elect
a number of fellow students to rep
resent them at student-departmen
tal discussions. These students
could confer with their depart
ment's professors on course of
ferings and voice suggestions.
It is my sincere hope that some
students will take it upon them
selves to initiate some action for
the progress of Assumption Col
lege. Hopefully, this brief essay
arouses some joint effort on the part
of campus organizations to perform
the essential duty of voicing their
opinions. Lastly, if there are any
students who are seriously con
cerned about their present educa
tion and their future, let them act.
If the student of Assumption Col
lege just showed some positive in
terest to go along with his chronic
complaining, just think - he might
have a better Assumption College.
Robert Grilli

Area AAA Formed
Black students from area colleges
formed the Afro-American Assn. of
Worcester. Their primary aim will
be to "assist the Black student in
adjusting to the somewhat foreign
environment of the predominantly
white campus and community" and
to help him resist the pressures of
psychological and cultural assim
ilation.
The AAA plans to promote dis
cussions, get involved in activities
with the Black community, obtain
"relevant" speakers, publish and
distribute a newsletter, and to
maintain contact with other groups
of this type.
Membership is restricted to Black
students and Black residents of the
Worcester area; however, open
meetings will be held to which
whites are free to attend. The em
phasis is on Black unity, but not
segregation.
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Two Profs Will
Leave Assumption
By Ron Biron and
Dennis Gallagher

Apart, mysterious and baffling;
iut unique, perceptive, and unasuming. This is Mr. Kalb. And this
nterestingly different professor is
saving us. Why? Where is he go
ng? How did he like his stay?
In answering these questions, he
mmediately made it clear that he
/as leaving for "very personal reaons." He said that he came to Asumption because of his friendship
vith Mr. Poisson and Mr. Chrisianson, whom he studied with at
linnesota, and because of his deire to leave the dull position as a
:rench instructor at Dartmouth,
iow, after five years, he would like
o return to Minnesota U. to be
iear his family and friends again
nd to be able to finish his studies
or his Ph.D. in French.
He said that he found his two
ears at Assumption "very enjoyble." He was grateful both forthe
xperience of teaching undergradlates and for the opportunity of
tudying and teaching Latin again,
le thought Assumption had "some
ery good students," but let it go
s that. Asked about possible
hanges in the language departoent, he mentioned that the langlage requirements seemed "a bit
oo demanding." He felt that by
he time a student reached the adanced levels he looked upon his
anguage requirement as a "burlen,' a "chore." He believed that
nore electives could remedy this
ituation.
Another professor is forsaking the
oziness of our small campus for
he multiple advantages of a large
tate university. Mr. James Dacy,
iur bearded mathematician, inends on returning to Assumption
ifter a short leave of absence at
Cansas State University. Mr.
)acey will be teaching a reduced
lumber of courses in the graduate
chool, while pursuing intense reearch in mathematical theory.
The questions posed to Mr. Da:ey amounted to a state of the
:ampus 1968. Genevally satisfield

Gora Wins
Scholarship

"Study in Europe" — Have you
noticed a poster with those words
on it around campus?
Dave Gorra did, and for his
interest and effort he has been
awarded a $500 scholarship for
study at the Institutd'Etudes Politiques in Paris. He received the
award from the Institute of Euro
pean Studies, and will be the first
Assumption student to study
abroad in a concentration other
than a language. His plans in
clude studies in political science
md "refresher" courses in French.
Dave feels that "this may open
the door for more students from
Assumption in the future." The
key to his own success was his
willingness to follow up a notice.
After submitting an application to
the Institute, he was interviewed
by the director, Dr. Sauvage, who
lectured here earlier this year. Dr.
Sauvage readily offered his as
sistance.
At first, Dave merely hoped for
acceptance into the school, but
when he received the scholarship>
he was heard to exclaim, "C'eau
cest nice!"

with the students, Mr. Dacey did,
however, point to a tendency of
"being unaware of what is going
on," "perhaps a bit sheltered and
isolated from reality." Whether this
is characteristic of an academic
community in general or the As
sumption community in particular,
Mr. Dacey did not elaborate.
Turning to the relationship of the
administration to students and fac
ulty, Mr. Dacey was again re
servedly pleased. He was critical
of the "mysteriousness of manipu
lated, handed-down edicts" and re
gretted the lack of any real deci
sion-making process. He described
the situation as "anarchic," but he
said that anarchy may not be the
worst evil in that it allows for a
maximum of freedom.
Comparing Assumption with
these other schools where he has
taught, the Universities of Massa
chusetts, Florida, and Boston
College, Mr. Dacey stated that As
sumption's reasonable size was able
to avoid many of the problems
which plague "those huge mass of
numbers." He favorably compared
the personal atmosphere and interdisciplinarian contacts with with
impersonality and overdepartmentalization of the large universities.
With all sincerity, we students
wish success and happiness for both
in their new positions and anxious
ly await the return of Mr. Dacey.

F. A. Alternative
The Office of the Academic Dean
has announced that beginning in
September, 1968, a student may
meet the core requirements in Fine
Arts by enrolling either in F.A. 11:
History of Fine Arts (which has been
offered every semester), or in a new
course in Design Fundamentals.
The new course will be taught by
Arthur B. Mazmanian. Mr. Mazmanian is a well-recognized sculp
tor, printmaker and designer whose
work has been exhibited throughout
New England. Currently, he is of
fering the Design Fundamentals
course to students at Clark Univer
sity and the Worcester Art Museum
School. The course will stress fun
damental form, with an examina
tion of all the basic elements of de
sign. A reference will thus be pro
vided for making critical evalua
tions of sculpture, painting, pot
tery and other art forms, and, per
haps most important of all, of the
total visual environment.
D e s i g n Fundamentals will be
offered on an interinstitutional co
operation basis by the Craft Center,
25 Sagamore Road Worcester. The
course will be offered on Tuesday
evenings, 7-10 p.m., and also on
Thursday evenings 7-10p.m., meet
ing for one three hour session per
week for fifteen weeks. Attendance
is mandatory, i.e., the unlimited
cut system will not apply. Class
size will be limited between a mini
mum of 10 students and a maximum
of 14 students. Additional classes
will be scheduled if registration for
the course warrents an enlargement.
The regular tuition fee will cover
both the cost of enrollment and ma
terials.
Dean Letendre explained that
"the purpose of the course is to pro
vide an outlet for those students
who feel they would want a more
creative approach to art than the
historical approach currently offer
ed.

J km, dkm
Jot
Mmt

H e n r y A. M u r r a y with Dr. Buckley a f t e r l e c t u r e .

Joel G. =George M.
In a d d i t i o n to the fact that
George M., which just opened at
the Palace, catapults Worcester,
Mass. to world wide fame, it has
several other neat tricks helping
it along
Unfortunately, the
book is not one of them. The story
moves fitfully along in a mediocre
manner. This is partly due to the
fact that the story is not a very
deep one. Also, the realization that
the writing is not Pulitzer prizewinning material only heightens the
feeling that the dramatic interludes
in George M. are bothersome inter
ruptions in the show's saving
graces.
Some of the technical saving
graces are the flashy costumes of
Freddy Wittop, which use every
scintillating color in the current
psychedelic spectrum, and Tom
John's extremely versatile scenery.
Of course there is also the ob
vious asset of the Cohan music,
combining old familiars such as,
"Give My Regards to Broadway!,
"Mary," "Yankee Doodle Dandy,"
etc. with several new songs that
have lain unnoticed in the bottom
of a trunk in Cohan's daughter's
house. In all there are more than
thirty-five songs in the show, more
than in any other musical that's
been on Broadway in a long time.
Most of these renditions are sur
rounded by big brassy production
numbers that would make Busby
Berkeley sit up and take notice. Due
to the limitations of time and en
ergy, however, some numbers have
to take a back seat. Some are only
hinted at with several refrains, but
those that are built up are excel
lent.
One of the major reasons for this
excellence is the choreography of
Joe Layton, who proves that the
art of the tap dance is not dead.
Up until this play taps wer a spe
cialty done by few people. In George
M., however, the non-tappers are
the rare ones, and when you have
a company of nearly twenty fivego
ing all at the same time it's an
experience one remembers. All of
the numbers are well balanced, us
ually highlighting a speciality of
one member of the company, giving
staccato proof that taps are no long
er a sometime thing of the past.
The factor that makes the success
of the play ultimate is necessarily
Joel Grey. Although he is admir
ably supported by, among others,
Jamie Donnelly as his first wife,
and Jill O'Hara as his second wife,
who is known in the play as Miss
Worcester, Mass., Joel Grey reigns
supreme throughout. An achieve
ment not to be looked down upon
when you consider that the youth
ful cast supporting him is generally
younger than even his youthful 36
years. His manner of cocky strut

ting, superlative dancing, andforecful singing captures an already pre
judiced audience remembering his
recent Cabaret success. George M.
is his show, and it is doubtful that
it would have the same appeal if
anyone else played the role. He
takes the character of George Co
han and waves it emphatically like
the "Grand Old Flag" he sings
about.
The major critics have been split,
some complaining that it's impos
sible for an Irishman to play a con
vincing Jew, while others such as
Clive Barnes are completely en
chanted by the show's magic. Luck
ily, the critics don't always determ
ine a show's success; the audiences
usually have something to say about
it, too. I think the musical has
just enough old-fashioned charm
and style to carry it through.

Three cheers for war! May I be
permitted to raise this cry? Three
cheers for Italy's war, noble and
beautiful above all, with its 500,000
dead who are our surest wealth.
And three cheers for war in gen
eral.
Benito Mussolini.
Many are they who are touched
at heart by these things. These
they sent forth they knew; now, in
pace of the young men urns and
ashes are carried home to the
houses of the fighters. (The god of
war, money changer of dead bod
ies, held the balance of his spear
in the fighting). . .and from the
corpse-fires at Ilium sent to their
dearest the dust heavy and bitter
with tears shed, packing smooth
the urns with ashes that once were
men.
Aeschylus, Agamemnon 485 B.C.
The occupation of Stalingrad,
which will now be concluded, will
become a gigantic success. . .No
human being ever shall push us
away from that spot.
Adolf Hitler, 1942
There by the walls of Ilium the
young men in their beauty keep
graves deep in the alien soil, they
hated and they conquered. The
citizens speak: their voice is dull
with hatred. The curse of the people
must be paid for. Their lurks for
me in the hooded night terror of
what may be told me. The .gods
fail not to mark those who have
killed many.
Aeschylus
N.B. "North Vietnamese and Vietcong slaughtered more than 1,000
South Vietnamese Government
workers, priests and women in Hue
during the Lunan New Year offen
sive. . ."
I am insulted by the persistent
assertion that I want war. Am I
a fool? War! It would settle noth
ing.
Adolf Hitler. 1933

When making a final judgement,
the only one possible is a favorable
one. The music, dancing, and
singing, which doesn't stop from be
ginning to end, is going to make it
the most successful musical of this
season, in the fullest sense of the
word "musical." And Joel Grey is
"The allies have been killing
going to add another success to his more of the enemy — 71,000 since
growing list of theatrical conquests. Tet
(1968) N.Y. Times.
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Crew Gets Slow Start

"Assumption College Crew has
become synonomous with its 1968
captain and initiator, Bill McCue."
Unfortunately, Bill incurred a se
vere back injury 1 1/2 weeks be
fore the opening regatta against
C.W. Post on April 17. With the
stroke man out for the season,
Coach Shepeluk faced Sam Slaiby
with the almost impossible chal
lenge of filling a position which re
quires not only a strong rower
but an experienced one. Four days
before the opening race, the boat
was moving well, progress had been
made, spirit was high, but this was
too GOOD — Paul Petrie, one of the
three senior betterman (No. 7 po
sition), suffered a back injury
which, along with Billy's, black

ened both the spirit and expecta
tions of the team. The No. 7 po
sition was filled by Steve Szafran
who, together with Dave Korb and
Bill O'Connor, brought the total
number of Freshmen oarsmen in the
Varsity shell to three.
Lose First Four Meets
The opener on April 17 against
C.W. Post was lost by only 1 1/2
lengths, a surprisingly short dis
tance considering the loss of two
Senior oarsmen. The race on April
18 against Stonybrook was a slight
ly larger loss of 5 lengths. The
team realized that work was neces
sary with the three novice oarsmen
in order to regain the experience
and muscle lost with McCue and
Petrie. Work progressed withprac-

J . Airplane
greatest number of people. The
group, of course, is the Beatles.
World-wise, the Airplane is on
a par with the Beatles; musical
ly they are much superior. Mr.
Brennan's well-turned phrases des
cribe their music to a tee. It is
"wildness, primeval dynamis or
energy. . .fiercely beautiful effer
vescence of spirit.
Perhaps the four songs on After
Bathing at Baxters which best il
lustrate the Airplane's incredible
versatility are "The Ballad of You
and Me and Pooneil," "Spare
Chaynge," "rejoyce," and "a small
package of value will come to you
Shortly." This last is not exactly
a song as such. Despite the seem
ing disorder, it is a carefully plan
ned hideous cacophony in the tra
dition of Frank Zappa and his in
famous Mothers of Invention. Sa
tire, vulgarity, and weird effects
are the Zappa hallmarks - laugh
ter, shock, and maybe even fright
are the emotions with which the lis
tener responds to all this. No other
group I know of has attempted to
do Zappa's "thing" - the Airplane,
in their single effort in this genre,
bring it off surprisingly well. In
"The Ballad of You and Me and
Pooneil" the Airplane do their own
"thing," only better than they
have ever done it before or (so far)
since. Written by Paul Kantner,
the most prolific and versatile mem
ber of the Airplane (he wrote five
of the nine genuine songs on Bax
ters), it incorporates both of their
two major themes, love and drugs,
and features the three singing mem
bers of the Airplane harmonizing
in five different combinations. The
words are strange. . . .
But you wonder will the sun
still see all the people
going by,
Will the moon still hang in the
sky,
When I die?
. . .the music is stranger, and the
total combined effect is stunning.
In "Spare Chaynge" the talents
of the three real musicians in the
group, Jorma Kaukonen (guitar),
Jack Casady (bass), and Spencer
Dryden (drummer), are shown off
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to their best advantage. It is a
nine minute long "jam," i.e. an in
strumental improvisation. If Kau
konen, Casady, and Drudenarenot
quite the masters of their instru
ments that are Clapton, Bruce, and
Baker (the Cream trio), they are
undeniably among the best around
anywhere. And give them time.
"Spare Chaynge" is only thebeginning, a mere sample of what won
ders are yet in store for us.
I shall now begin my spiel on the
marvels of Slick. I shall do the
best I can with the only tools I
have - words - but they really won't
do. You have to hear her. She has
been called the Airplane's pilot the play on words is nice sounding
but not really accurate. She is not
their pilot; she is rather the wings
which make them soar to heights
that were unknown before the Air
plane came upon the scene.
If there is anything she can be
faulted with, it is being so good that
she blinds many people to the tal
ents of the other members of the
the Jefferson Airplane are riding on
the voice of Grace Slick that I
could scream. It's just not so.
Without her, they would be among
the best rock groups in the country.
With her, they are just that.
We have done nothing to deserve
her. As our theology profs have
so often told us, it is impossible to
gain Grace by our own merits. We
(and Jefferson Airplane) shouldjust
thank our lucky stars that she has
been given to us. If ever there was
a proof of the existence of great
Anti-Chance, surely a better one
could not be found than Grace Slick.
For she is a one-woman wonder - a
gifted composer, skilled musician
(piano, organ, recorder), brilliant
poet, talented cartoonist, and for
the frosting on the cake, one of the
truly great singers of the century.
And the only unpardonable sin in
all the world is to dare say a word
against her.
Yet surprising as it may seem,
there are some who do not like her.
It's the chill. Although she can be

tices seven days a week, sometimes
twice a day — Results: April 24:
Assumption finished 2 lengths
behind Clark University. April
27: Assumption almost victorious
over American Internation
al College turning in a time of 7
minutes - 5 seconds, 1 1/2 seconds
behind A.I.C.'s record time of 7
minutes - 3.5 seconds.
Outlook
It has been a difficult season,
but by no means a hopeless, spirit
less one. With the Rusty C a l l o w
Regatta (May 4) and a return match
against A.I.C. (May 8), Assumption
Crew will continue the work neces
sary to succeed in its pre-season
prediction: "Look for a slow start,
but a strong finish for the 1968
Assumption Crew."
warm and sensuous (as in her al
luring delivery of the phrase "wake
me warm" in the song "rejoyce"),
she almost never wants to he. Most
of the time her voice is clear as
crystal and cold as ice. It's hardly
what you'd call a human voice it's rather the voice of some un
known female power, a Circe per
haps. It's like the eyes of a snake,
the spell of which leaves the poor
monkey powerless to move and es
cape the dreaded fangs. Frighten
ing almost. And fear fascinates
me. I guess that's why I like
Grace Slick.
It's what she does with her voice
(and no one can deny theoriginality
of her technique) that makes her a
great singer. No one has surer,
more authoritative phrasing than
she.
Of course, few have such
weird p h r a s e s to phrase. T h e
lyrics of her songs read like nonsense
verse, but they always convey a
definite message. And she sings
with such fierce conviction that
what on paper looks like nonsense
becomes on disc deadly serious
business.
She has an uncanny way with
words, and is that not the defini
tion of a poet? Potentially, I think
she is a great one. Her very first
composition, "White Rabbit," is
already an established pop clas
sic.
The message of this song is one
of Grace's least popular: "Feed your
head. Feed your head." With pills,
that is. And not the ones that
mother gives you either.
The follow-up single to "White
Rabbit is called "Two Heads,"
and its lyrics are more ambiguous.
As I see it, the song is one long
diatribe against men and everything
about them she does not like their vanity ("You've got two mir
rors in your hand"), h y p o c r i s y
("Priests are made of brick with
gold crosses on a stick"), homo
sexuality ("Inside your mouth the
elephant's trunk"), jealousy ("Put
a lock on her belly at night"), jingosim ("Chasing their hoops with a
knife"), and sexual habits ("You've
guttered your mind, but what will
you do with your bloody hands?"),
etc., etc.

¥

Fr. Fortin
Appoints
Committee
For the first time in the history
of the college, a committee has been
set up to select and screen candi
dates for the presidency.
Father Ernest Fortin has appoint
ed a five-man committee (2 religious
and 3 laymen) to work with him in
seeking out candidates from among
the religious, the lay faculty, and
other outside sources for a successor
to Father Louis Dion. Father Armand Desautels, provincial of the or
der in North America, directed
Father Ernest to form the com
Her latest single is called
"Greasy Heart," and though I've
only heard it twice, from a few
lyrics I caught I have a suspicion
that it may be to women what "Two
Heads" was to men. If that is
true, Grace may be the only woman
in the world who is both a misan
thropist and a misogynist at the
same time.
There remains one member of the
Airplane to be mentioned, Marty
Balin. Though not so literary as
Grace, he too is a poet. His best
work is heard on Surrealistic Pil
low, in particular the songs "To
day" and "Comin' Back to Me."
I have yet to meet anyone who
doesn't like these two songs. Marty
seems to have a more universal ap
peal than Grace. Whereas her voice
is electric in a frightening way,
Marty's, while every bit as full as
hers, is electric in a moving way.
His big voice, projecting a depth of
emotion beyond his years, is the
human element of the Airplane,
that which keeps them down here
on earth.
Unfortunately, Baxters is a dif

mittee after Father Louis' resip
tion was formally accepted by
trustees of the college.
The committee will recommenj
slate of candidates to the trusti
who will then make the final choi
It is not know how long the
mittee will require for its task,
Father Ernest noted that Clark
versity took over a year tofind ta j£
latest president. Right now, /j
said, there are about 300 collej -J
looking for presidents.
I w
Father Ernest, when asked I
the names of the members ofj
committee, felt that it was {
"customary" to disclose such ii
mation, at least not at this t
ficult album to "get into," i
many people, including Pillow
mirers, tend to dismiss the latei
bum on the first hearing (I wi
say first listening because the a>
age person doesn't listen the Ij
time - he just hears) as only
much noise. This is a pity,:
Baxters deserves a wider pu:
than it has hitherto received,
though it's not an unqualified:
cess the album is an inexhai
ble treasure of riches and rewa
and you find new things in it et
time you listen to it. So go
and buy it, damn it. I didn't u
this article for my health.
I will conclude by asking I
my reader(s) not take my rapt
on tKe Airplane too, too liter*
Especially my spiel on Slick,
woman in the world could possi
live up to what I described.!
that bit about the "unpardon;
sin" was a lot of hogwash. I'm
that God, in His infinite me
however, begrudgingly, would
give even that in the end.
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AN EXCLUSIVE
LIFE INSURANCE PROGRAM
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CLUB
Interested in making a personal gift to the college
in the form of insurance dividends? You can bene
fit from a $10,000 policy with low premiums while
the college receives the annual dividends in your
name.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT:
Representative ROBERT C. MERCIER
853-4831
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